Nuts by Osborn, Bill
Grand Valley Review
Volume 7 | Issue 1 Article 10
1992
Nuts
Bill Osborn
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gvr
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Grand Valley Review by an
authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Osborn, Bill (1992) "Nuts," Grand Valley Review: Vol. 7: Iss. 1, Article 10.
Available at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/gvr/vol7/iss1/10
Nuts 
BILL OSBORN 
Lester .Moore and his wife Donna have just bought a house in Chingadera. There 
has been a small fire and Donna connects n-"ith one of the firemen who comes to put 
it out The fire also results in Les paying a brief visit to the emergency room of the 
local hospital, provides the neighbors an opportunity to be generous, and causes 
Donna to offer to wash and dry the sopped clothing of the firemen, a noble gesture 
that gets defeated by a stuck drain. A dachshund, a little girl named Mary~ and a US. 
.Marine named]arvis are continuing antagonists. All of the above and more are 
referred to by Donna in her speech about nuts. The novel-in-progress from which 
the following scenes are excerpted takes place over an Easter weekend and the 
working title is "The Chingadera Shift." 
An hour later, Donna, who'd been working indoors, came outside. Her cheeks 
had reddened and her forehead shone; she'd been laughing. "Howie wants a word 
with you," she said. 
Les raised his eyebrows. 
"Something medical," she said. 
"I'll bet I know. I didn't tell you this, but at the hospital last night there was this 
severed leg. It was in this ice bucket, and these two guys, you'll like this, they started 
talking it over?" 
"I'm sure I'd love to hear about it, Les, but he's waiting and you'd better go in. And 
honey? Make nice, would you?" 
Now why would she say that? Even to those he didn't know well he was man-
nered and at the very least superficially cordial. She had no reason to think talking to 
the fireman would cause him to be anything else. It irritated him that she'd made this 
request gratuitously. He wished she'd keep her trap shut sometimes and just think a 
little. 
"Howie?" 
"Mr. Moore, sorry to bother you, but I need your help. I'm sure you remember the 
limb I was watching when you came to the hospital last evening, and also the guy 
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w h o  c a m e  o v e r  w i t h  h i s  n o t e b o o k .  R o u n d  w i r e - r i m  s p e c s ?  B a l d i n g ?  A  m u s t a c h e ?  
N o w  I  k n o w  i t ' s  a  l o n g s h o t ,  b u t  I  w a s  w o n d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  y o u ' d  s e e n  h i m  b e f o r e ,  i f  
y o u  k n e w  a n y  p o s s i b l e  w a y  o f  m y  g e t t i n g  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  h i m . "  
" F u n n y ,  I  w a s  j u s t  g o i n g  t o  t e l l  m y  w i f e  a b o u t  h i m .  N o ,  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  I ' d  k n o w  a n y  
m o r e  t h a n  y o u  d o .  B u t  w a i t .  Y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  a  m a n  o v e r  h e r e  .  .  .  h e  l o o k e d  
l i k e  t h a t .  N o w  t h a t  I  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t ,  i t  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  g u y .  H e ' s  i n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  G u a r d . "  
" G o o d , "  H o w i e  s a i d .  " l h a n k s . "  
" T h a t  h e l p s ? "  
" I t  g i v e s  m e  a  p l a c e  t o  s t a r t . "  
" W h a t ' s  i t  g o t  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  l e g ,  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  m i n d  m y  a s k i n g ?  H e  d i d n ' t  m a k e  o f f  
w i t h  i t ,  d i d  h e ? "  
T h e r e  w a s  a  p a u s e .  T h e n  H o w i e  s a i d ,  " Y o u  k n o w  h o w  i t ' s  a l w a y s  t h e  o u t s i d e r  t h e y  
t r y  a n d  p i n  t h e  b l a m e  o n  w h e n  s o m e t h i n g  g o e s  w r o n g ? "  
' T m  a f r a i d  I  d o n ' t  f o l l o w . "  
" W e l l  M r .  M o o r e ,  w e  b r o u g h t  i n  t w o  o f  t h e m  y e s t e r d a y - c o u s i n s ,  a s  i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  
w i t h  t h e  s a m e  b u i l d ,  b o t h  b l o n d ,  b o t h  B - p o s i t i v e .  D i f f e r e n t  c a r s  b u t  t h e  s a m e  a c c i -
d e n t ,  a n d  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  b o t h  o f  t h e m  l o s t  t h e i r  r i g h t  l e g s  a t  t h e  k n e e .  
A n y w a y ,  b e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ,  t h e y  s t i t c h e d  t h e  l e g ,  t h e  o n e  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  b r i n g  i n  i n  
o n e  p i e c e ,  t o  t h e  w r o n g  c o u s i n . "  
L e s  d i d  b e l i e v e  i t .  H e  l i s t e n e d  f o r  h o r r o r  s t o r i e s  l i k e  t h i s  o n  t h e  n e w s  a n d  w h e n  h e  
c o l l e c t e d  o n e  h e  g e n e r a l l y  g o t  t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  d o c t o r s ,  a  s o c i e t a l  b l i g h t  a l m o s t  
w o r s e  t h a n  l a w y e r s .  C o n n e c t i n g  a  f r e s h  h o s p i t a l  a c c i d e n t  t o  t h e  o n e s  h e  a l r e a d y  
k n e w  a b o u t  a n d  t o  t h e  o v e r u s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t o  t r e n d s  t o w a r d  e x c e s s i v e  m e d i -
c a l  c o s t s  w a s  g o o d  f o r  a  t e n  m i n u t e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  s o l v e  h a l f  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  o f  A m e r i c a  a n d  s e n d  D o n n a  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  f o r  t h e  w i n e .  L e s  w a i t e d .  b u t  
H o w i e  d i d n ' t  g o  o n .  " S o  h o w ' d  t h e y  f i n d  o u t ? "  h e  a s k e d ,  f i n a l l y .  
" W e l l  t h e y  g o t  e v e r y t h i n g  b a c k  d o w n - y o u  k n o w ,  v e s s e l s ,  b o n e .  t e n d o n .  m u s c l e s  .  
.  .  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  e v e r  h o p e  f o r - b u t  t h e  p a t i e n t  d i d n ' t  a c c e p t  i t .  I t ' s  t i s s u e  
r e j e c t i o n  s y n d r o m e .  T h e y  k n e w  o n l y  t h e n  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  h i s  l e g .  T h e  t e s t s  t h e y  h a d n ' t  
h a d  t i m e  t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  s h o w e d  t h e  e r r o r . "  
" T h e y  s h o u l d  j u s t  r e m o v e  i t ,  t h e n ,  s h o u l d n ' t  t h e y ,  a n d  p u t  i t  o n  t h e  r i g h t  g u y . "  
" T h e y  c a n ' t .  I t  w o u l d n ' t  s u r v i v e  a  s e c o n d  s u r g e r y - t h e  f i r s t  c o n n e c t i o n s  h a v e n ' t  
e v e n  s t a r t e d  t o  h e a l  y e t .  S e w i n g  g o o d  t i s s u e  i s  h a r d .  S e w i n g  t i s s u e  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
t h a t  l e g  i s  i n  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  I  d o n ' t  k n o w ,  c a n n e d  c a t  f o o d .  
m a y b e .  B u t  t h a t ' s  n o t  w h a t ' s  s t o p p i n g  t h e m .  T h e y ' d  d o  i t  a n y w a y  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  f i g u r e  
o u t  w h o  i t  b e l o n g s  t o . "  
" I  t h o u g h t  y o u  s a i d  i t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  g u y . "  
" W e l l ,  y e s ,  i t  d i d .  B u t  t h e  c o u s i n  w h o  h a s  i t  n o w  a l s o  o w n s  i t ,  r i g h t ?  H e ' s  a t t a c h e d  
t o  i t .  I t ' s  h i s  b o d y  s u p p l y i n g  i t  w i t h  n o u r i s h m e n t . "  
D i d  e v e r y  p o i n t  h a v e  t o  b e  s o  c o n t e n t i o u s ?  T a l k i n g  w i t h  t h i s  m a n  w a s  l i k e  w e a r -
i n g  a  w i g  i n  a  w i n d s t o r m - a l l  d e f e n s e .  " I  s t i l l  d o n ' t  g e t  h o w  y o u ' r e  i n v o l v e d . "  L e s  s a i d .  
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"We were very careful out there, Mr. Moore. We tagged that leg to the man and to 
the plates on his car. I brought it down personally. I made sure the car's owner, 
who'd gotten thrown out on the pavement, came with it." 
"You're saying the switch came in the hospitaL" 
"It had to. But all I need is for you to simply remember I was there, standing by 
like I was supposed to." 
"I've got no problem with that, Howie." 
"Good. Just if somebody asks. Ah, Mr. Moore-your wife? Well, we were talking 
about the Easter weekend, and I got to asking her if she'd like to come with me 
tonight and witness the holy vigil." 
Wasn't this a little beyond the-
"You're welcome to join us. But of course she says you never, ah, that church isn't 
your favorite activity." 
"No, right, that stuffs not for me," Les said. "I don't make her decisions, either. If 
she wants to go, she'll go." 
"Sorry you won't be along, then. But there was one other thing. She says she 
won't be able to finish washing our clothes until your garage drain is fixed. The guys 
at the station were wondering when that might be." 
Les felt his scalp prickle. He said, "Howie, your clothes will be finished when she 
gets them washed." 
A hesitation. Then Howie said, "No use your popping off at me, Mr. Moore. You 
were the one with the fire. If you hadn't had the fire, we wouldn't even be talking." 
If Les hadn't had the fire, he couldn't have helped the fireman avoid blame for the 
botched surgery, either. He wished he was as good at confrontation as that little 
Mary was, because then he'd point out the error in Howie's thinking. As it was, win-
ning didn't seem important enough to justify continuing the fight. What was impor-
tant was limiting the drain on his energy, ending this call and getting on with the 
work "As far as I'm concerned," he said, "you can pick them up and clean them your-
selves." 
"No can do. Your wife used a hard-water detergent. Until that's rinsed out, we 
won't be able to put the clothes in our machine. We're on a softener over here and 
we'd get a foam problem. We have to use a speciallowsuds soap. If we didn't, since 
we recycle our dish and laundry water into the tanker, we'd end up pumping foam 
on the job. Not only wouldn't that look good, it could wreck the pumps, and that 
could cost property and even lives. And we're firemen, Mr. Moore. We're on a four-
day shift just now, and we can't just leave the station to go home and get dry under-
wear. We're not whining. The lack is causing us a real problem finding comfort." 
Funny that Howie could go off to a church service but'not be able to take ten 
minutes to pick up fresh clothing. Les supposed this manifested a misguided con-
ception of the freedom of religion. But why resist? He said, "I was already planning 
to call someone." 
"We'd appreciate that," Howie said 
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W h e n  t h e y  h u n g  u p ,  h e  f e l t  a s  i f  h e ' d  b e e n  s o c k e d .  T h e n  h e  h e a r d  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
m a d e  t h e  d e f e a t  b e g i n  t o  l i f t .  I t  w a s  n e w ,  c o m p l e t e l y  u n e : \ : p e c t e d ,  a n d  e e r i e - a  h o l -
l o w  m e t a l l i c  t w a n g i n g  t h a t  s e e m e d  t o  f o c u s  h i m  u n t i l  o n l y  t h e  s o u n d  i t s e l f  e x i s t e d .  
T h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  n o t e s ,  b u t  a s  f a r  a s  h e  c o u l d  t e l l  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a r r a n g e d  
a l o n g  a n y  s o r t  o f  s c a l e .  H e  s t r a i n e d  t o  h e a r  m o r e ,  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  s e n s e  o f .  B u t  i t  
w a s  g o n e  n o w .  M u s t  h a v e  b e e n  h i s  d a m n  e a r s  a g a i n .  
O u t s i d e ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  n o i s e  b r o k e  t h e  c a l m .  I t  s o u n d e d  l i k e  a  d i s t a n t  c h a i n  s a w .  
D o n n a  p o i n t e d .  B u z z i n g  s l o w l y  t o w a r d  t h e m  f r o m  o u t  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  s u n  w a s  a n  
u l t r a l i g h t  a i r c r a f t .  I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  r e d  o n e ,  w i t h  b l a c k  i n s i g n i a  t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  
W o r l d  W a r  O n e  i r o n  c r o s s e s .  " Y o u  k n o w ,  D o n n a , "  L e s  s a i d ,  " R i g h t  n o w  I ' m  w i s h i n g  
t h a t  w a s  m e .  J u s t  t h i n k  h o w  i t  w o u l d  l o o k  f r o m  u p  t h e r e ,  h o w  s m a l l  a l l  t h i s  w o u l d  
s e e m . "  
" T h e  w o r k  y o u  c o u l d  a v o i d , "  D o n n a  s a i d  
T h e  p l a n e  c i r c l e d  u n t i l  i t  w a s  n o w  o n l y  h a l f  a s  h i g h .  T h e y  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  p i l o t  
w a v i n g  a n  a r m  a n d  t h a t  h e  w a s  s h o u t i n g  s o m e t h i n g .  " T h e  e n g i n e ' s  t o o  l o u d , "  D o n n a  
s a i d .  " W h a t ' s  h e  s a y ? "  
T h e  c r a f t ' s  s t e a d y  d r o n e  b r o k e  . . .  c a u g h t  . . .  b r o k e  a g a i n ,  a n d  b e h i n d  i t  a p -
p e a r e d  a  p u f f  o f  o r a n g e  s m o k e .  A  s e c o n d  l a t e r  th~y h e a r d  t h e  r e p o r t ,  l i k e  a  
f i r e c r a c k e r .  T h e n  t h e r e  w a s  n o  m o r e  e n g i n e  n o i s e - o n l y  t h e  w h i n e  o f  t h e  w i n d  i n  
t h e  s t a b i l i z i n g  w i r e s .  T h e  c r a f t  b e g a n  t o  w h i r l  i n  a  t i g h t  d e s c e n d i n g  s p i r a l .  D o n n a ' s  
m o u t h  w a s  g a p e d  " I  h o p e  h e  c a n  b r i n g  i t  d o w n  s a f e l y , "  s h e  s a i d .  
H e  c i r c l e d  o n c e ,  b r o a d l y ,  j u s t  a b o v e  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t h e n  s w e p t  b a c k  t o w a r d  
t h e m .  T h e y  l o s t  h i m  w h e n  h e  d i p p e d  b e l o w  t h e  C z k n m p t i s '  r o o f l i n e ,  b u t  t h e n  h e  
s w o o p e d  b a c k  i n  v i e w  j u s t  i n  t i m e  t o  g e t  h i s  r i g h t  w i n g  u p .  I t  l o o k e d  l i k e  h e  w a s  
m o v i n g  s i d e w a y s ,  b u t  h e  m a n a g e d  t o  s e t t l e  m i r a c u l o u s l y  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  A s  h e  r o l l e d  b y  
h e  s t a r e d  a t  t h e m .  H e  w o r e  a n  u n s n a p p e d  a v i a t o r ' s  f l i g h t  b o n n e t  a n d  r o u n d  g o g g l e s .  
H i s  m u s t a c h e  f o r m e d  a n  i n v e r t e d  V .  W h a t  L e s  n o t i c e d  m o s t ,  t h o u g h ,  w e r e  t h e  p e r -
f e c t  t e e t h .  T h e  d a m n  f o o l  w a s  g r i n n i n g !  
H e  t o u c h e d  a  s w i t c h ,  t h e  m o t o r  s t a r t e d ,  a n d  h e  l i f t e d  o f f .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  w a s n ' t  
n e a r l y  h i g h  e n o u g h  t o  c l e a r  t h e  t r e e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s t r e e t ,  a n d  t h e  l a s t  t h e y  s a w  
w a s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  c r a f t  a s  i t  v e e r e d  l e f t .  B u t  t h e y  h e a r d  n o  c r a s h  .  .  .  o n l y  t h e  s o u n d  
o f  t h e  e n g i n e  f a d i n g  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  
S o m e  s e c o n d s  l a t e r  L e s  s a i d ,  " H e  w o n ' t  l a s t ,  b u t  I ' v e  g o t  t o  s a y  I  a d m i r e  h i m .  T h e r e  
w a s  a n  a r t  t o  w h a t  h e  d i d  I t  w a s  l i k e  . . .  b o l d  a s s e r t i o n .  I t  w a s  v i r t u o s i t y .  Y o u  d o n ' t  
s e e  m u c h  o f  t h a t  t h e s e  d a y s .  T h e s e  d a y s  e v e r y t h i n g ' s  a l l  d o n e  b y  p l a n ,  b y  f o r m u l a ,  
w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  p r e o r d a i n e d  f o r  s h o d d i n e s s .  A n d  i f  h e  f a i l s ,  t h e n  b y  d a m n ,  a t  l e a s t  h e  
g o e s  d o w n  b i g .  W h a t  m o r e  o f  a n  e n d  c o u l d  a  m a n  a s k  f o r  t h a n  t h a t ? "  
D o n n a  s a i d ,  " I f  y o u  a s k  m e ,  i t  w a s  p l a i n  n u t s ,  a n d  I ' v e  h a d  e n o u g h  o f  n u t s .  I t ' s  g o t -
t e n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  I ' v e  b e g u n  t o  b e l i e v e  n u t s  a r e  n o t  n u t s ,  t h e y  a r e  s a n e .  I ' v e  
s e e n  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e m  l a t e l y .  W h e r e  d o  y o u  t h i n k  t h a t  l e a v e s  m e ?  A m  I  n u t s ?  N o ,  I  
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am not. So I don't want any more of nuts. I'm going in now." 
He followed her to the porch. Beside the door mat was a black steel lunch box, in-
side which was an array of food, all in bowls covered with cellophane. Salad. bread, 
fruit, butter. She lifted out a metal thermos. She seemed calm again, her voice a little 
dreamy when she wondered aloud what this was about. 
Les said, "We'd better treat the thing with care. It could be some kind of trick" 
"Oh, nonsense," Donna said. "It's the neighbors again, being generous. I'm very 
impressed with them, aren't you?" 
The dachshund trotted out from behind the new palm. Before Donna could push 
her away, she had her forepaws inside the container. "Foof," she said. 
"Shoo," Donna said. "Our food. Go home." 
"She said food!" Les said 
"She woofed." 
Les scratched his stomach. "Anyway, I think she's a pretty nice dog," he said. 
"She's a long-hair. I'm sure she's got fleas. Might be a stray, too." 
"No, she belongs to Mr. Schmidt, across the street, there. Now what about the 
drain?" He patted his pockets. "Didn't that matchbook have a number? Where'd I 
put it?" he wondered. "Hell, it must have gotten in with your wash." 
"Use the Yellow Pages." 
"I can't. We've only got the old Mierdas Blancas book." 
"So try Chingadera Information." 
"Can't do that either. You have to have the actual name of the business. and I can't 
remember it. Anyway, it's about seven and nobody's working. I'll call tomorrow. 
Too bad for the firemen, but we have enough to do ourselves." 
"True enough," she said "Les? Howie and I were talking about church." 
"Yes, he mentioned some kind of vigil." 
Donna looked away. Then she said, "Do you mind terribly? It's something I'd 
really like to see." 
Yes he did mind. He minded a lot. But she kissed him sweetly on the mouth just 
then, brushing his lips with her tongue, and he thought he must be wrong, his in-
stincts off, that he worried too much. They went in. He put the lunch box in the 
kitchen, then went in the bedroom to take ten. The shower ran. The bathroom door 
opened. She was doing something just outside. Then she padded away. He heard a 
drawer close in the kitchen. He'd thought she might be getting ready to join him. 
She sat on a counter stool, finishing a yellow Tupperware bowl of what looked 
like cream-of-mushroom soup. On a red-and-white ceramic plate was a tossed salad 
"Did you think this was just for me?" she asked. "Where'd you go? Were you pouting 
in there?" 
"I felt worn down again." 
"Mm-hmm. Well I'll be leaving at eight." she said. 
He hadn't heard the phone ring. He said, "Did you call him?" 
"We'd already arranged it." 
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" Y o u ' r e  . . .  m y  G o d ,  D o n n a ,  y o u ' r e  b l u s h i n g , "  h e  s a i d  
" I t ' s  i n  M i e r d a s  B l a n c a s , "  s h e  s a i d .  " A s  i t  h a p p e n s ,  H o w i e  l i v e s  d o w n  t h e r e . "  
" Y o u ' l l  b e  d r i v i n g ,  t h e n . "  
" H e ' l l  p i c k  m e  u p .  H e  w o r k s  h e r e  i n  t o w n ,  r e m e m b e r . "  
S h e  t i p p e d  u p  t h e  l a s t  o f  h e r  w a t e r ;  a  s l i v e r  o f  i c e  s t u c k  a b o v e  h e r  l i p .  " I  s h o u l d  g e t  
w i t h  i t , "  s h e  s a i d ,  a n d  w e n t  f o r  t h e  b e d r o o m .  
S o  s h e  w a s  r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  h e r s e l f  t o  b e  e s c o r t e d  b y  t h i s ,  t h i s  w e a s e l  f r o m  
t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t .  L e s  s h o u l d  g o  w i t h  h e r .  N o t  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w o u l d  h a p p e n ,  b u t  
w h y  t a k e  a  c h a n c e .  B u t  n o .  H e  h a d n ' t  g o n e  b e f o r e  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d n ' t  w a n t e d  t o ,  a n d  
t h a t  h a d n ' t  c h a n g e d .  B e s i d e s ,  h e  h a d  t o o  m u c h  t o  d o  h e r e .  A n d  w h a t  i f  h e  w e n t  w i t h  
D o n n a  a n d  t h e n ,  w h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  g o n e ,  J a r v i s  s h o w e d  u p ?  N o  t e l l i n g  w h a t  J a r v i s  
w o u l d  d o  i f  t h e  p l a c e  w e r e  v a c a n t .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i f  n o b o d y  w a s  h e r e ,  n o b o d y ' d  g e t  h u r t ,  
e i t h e r .  B u t  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  s h e  s h o u l d  b e  b a c k  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t .  H e ' d  t r u s t  h e r .  
W h a t  t h e  h e l l  c h o i c e  d i d  h e  h a v e ?  
" H o w  d o  I  l o o k ? "  s h e  s a i d ,  b e h i n d  h i m .  
H e  t u r n e d  o n  h i s  s t o o l  a n d  t h e r e  s h e  w a s .  S h e  h a d  o n  a  n a v y  b l u e  d r e s s - t h e  s k i r t  
p l e a t e d ,  t h e  t o p  q u a r t e r - s l e e v e d .  S h e  w o r e  a  d a r k  p i l l b o x  h a t .  S h e ' d  p u t  u p  h e r  h a i r .  
I t  w a s  b u r n i s h e d  w i t h  b r u s h i n g ,  a n d  a  f e w  w i s p s  o f  g o l d  h a d  f a l l e n  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  
e a r s  a n d  a c r o s s  h e r  n e c k  S h e  s p u n .  " T h i s  o u g h t  t o  h o l d ' m ,  d o n ' t  y o u  t h i n k ? "  
" I ' m  s u r e  i t  w i l l , "  h e  s a i d .  " B u t  l o o k ,  D o n n a  . . .  "  
S h e  c a m e  t o  h i m .  S h e  p e e r e d  u p  i n t o  h i s  f a c e .  S h e  t o o k  h i s  e l b o w s ,  t h e n ,  a n d  
s q u e e z e d .  " I  k n o w , "  s h e  s a i d  
B u t  s h o u l d n ' t  s h e  b e  f e e l i n g  t h e  b u r d e n  t o o ?  H e  f e l t  e m p t y  a b o u t  t h e  m o v e  a n d  
t h e  h o l e  i n  t h e  r o o f  a n d  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  s h e  w a s  a b o u t  t o  a b a n d o n  h i m  i n  t h e  
m i d d l e  o f  i t  a l l .  " O h ,  r i g h t , "  h e  s a i d .  
S h e  f r o w n e d  S h e  s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  b e  s a r c a s t i c .  I  j u s t  w a n t  t o  s e e  i t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l . "  
A  h o r n  b e e p e d  o u t s i d e .  N e i t h e r  o f  t h e m  m o v e d .  
" T h a t  w o u l d  b e  f o r  y o u , "  h e  s a i d ,  f i n a l l y .  
S h e  s m i l e d  a n d  p e c k e d  h i m  o n  t h e  c h e e k .  A t  l e a s t  s h e  w a s n ' t  w e a r i n g  p e r f u m e ;  
s h e  s m e l l e d  o n l y  o f  s o a p .  S h e  t u r n e d .  " D o n n a , "  h e  s a i d .  
H e  h o p e d  s h e  h a d n ' t  h e a r d  t h e  c a t c h  i n  h i s  v o i c e .  S h e  f a c e d  h i m  a g a i n ,  h e r  
e y e b r o w s  u p ,  t h e  c o l o r  h i g h  i n  h e r  c h e e k s .  S h e  w a s  w a i t i n g .  H e l l ,  s h e ' d  b e  g l a d .  S h e  
w a s  l i k e  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s .  S o m e t i m e s  h e  h a d  t o  b e  f i r m .  B u t  o f  c o u r s e  s h e  m i g h t  
r e f u s e .  A n d  a n y w a y ,  a s k i n g  h e r  n o t  t o  g o  w o u l d  m a k e  h i m  l o o k  w e a k ,  a n d  s h e  w a s  
n o t  a b o v e  e x p l o i t i n g  w e a k n e s s  i f  i t  s u i t e d  h e r  p u r p o s e .  A n d  l a t e l y ,  o h ,  s h e ' d  h a d  p u r -
p o s e .  
" I  h o p e  . . .  I  h o p e  i t ' s  w o r t h  i t , "  h e  s a i d  
H e r  s h o u l d e r s  f e l l  S h e  s a i d ,  " I ' m  s u r e  i t  w i l l  b e . "  
S h e  t u r n e d  a n d  w a l k e d  p a s t  t h e  b o x e s .  H e  h e a r d  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  o p e n  a n d  c l o s e .  
H e  s t o o d  t h e r e  a  m o m e n t ,  t h e n  w e n t  i n  t h e  d e n .  I f  h e  l e f t  o f f  t h e  l i g h t s  a n d  c r a c k e d  
t h e  b l i n d s ,  t h e  o n e - w a y  w i n d o w  f i l m  w o u l d  k e e p  h i m  h i d d e n .  
T h e y  s t o o d  t a l k i n g  o n  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  s i d e  o f  a  f i r e - e n g i n e - r e d  J a g u a r  c o n v e r t i b l e .  
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He couldn't make out what they said. Howie had his back to Les. Donna faced them 
both. She made frantic circles with her hands and whatever she was saying she 
finished with her mouth half open and her tongue pushing out her cheek, and this 
caused Howie's perfectly-ringleted coif to tilt back as he laughed. She gave him her 
hand and backed into the Jaguar's leather seat. Howie turned toward the house. He 
was beaming. He bent to close her door and walked around the car and got in. He 
pushed a black knob on the dash, then reached across her lap to open the glovecom-
partment and get out a package of cigarettes. Les tried to smile. Donna didn't use 
tobacco anymore. She wasn't going to appreciate Howie's smoking. 
He offered; she took. As he reached for the dash she intercepted his hand and 
pulled out the knob herself. In the darkness under the black canvas top he saw the 
glowing orange circle of the electric lighter. Howie cupped his hands around hers. 
A cloud of smoke obscured him, and now, deftly, she too lit up. 
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